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From 7 - 16 September, Great Britain will compete in the European Championship in Barcelona. 
The EC, which is the continent’s premier baseball event, involves the national teams (only 
passport-holders are eligible) of the top 12 baseball-playing nations in Europe. As the 2007 EC 
happens to double as the Olympic qualification tournament, the winner will earn not just bragging 
rights as the continent's best, but also a place in the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.  
 
And, this is not all that is at stake. The second and third place finishers will take part in an 
additional qualifier for a final shot at the Olympics, and each of the top four teams will qualify for 
the 2009 World Championships. 
 
The 12 nations competing at the 2007 EC are:  
 

Austria 
Croatia 

Czech Republic 
France 

Germany 
Great Britain 

Holland 
Italy 

Russia 
Spain 

Sweden 
Ukraine 

 
Of these nations, Holland and Italy must be considered the favourites. One of these two nations 
has won every EC but two (1955 and 1967), and neither sent a team in 1967. Furthermore, each 
of these nations has often featured former Major Leaguers. For example, Ivanon Coffie (St. Louis 
Cardinals) was on the Dutch squad in 2005 and will likely represent Holland again this year. 
Between Holland and Italy, Holland has to be the ultimate favourite, having won four straight ECs 
and six of the last seven. 
 
As for the rest of the field, Spain is typically considered just a step below the Dutch and the 
Italians. The Spanish team has deep connections with Latin America that have served it well over 
the years. All told, Spain has won one gold, a silver and 11 bronze medals at the EC – including 
the last two bronzes.  
 
Beyond that, there has been a recent tradition of surprises. In 2001, Russia shocked the 
European baseball community by winning the silver. Russia's performance included a win over 
the heavily favoured Italians in the semi-finals. In 2003, it was Sweden's turn to play Cinderella.  
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Sweden beat the Italians in the quarter-finals en route to a fourth place finish and a coveted 
qualifying spot at the World Cup. Most recently, in 2005, Germany -- a nation that had earned 
entrance to the EC through the qualifying process the previous year -- took fourth place and 
earned a place at the 2007 World Championships.  
 
While Great Britain's historical record does not compare to that of some of the other entrants in 
the 2007 EC, there are certain indications to suggest a breakthrough may be in the making. Great 
Britain is currently enjoying its longest tenure at the continent’s highest level, having successfully 
qualified for six straight ECs. And, at the last EC in 2005, Great Britain placed seventh, its best 
finish since the tournament expanded to 12 teams in 1997. Great Britain also won four games in 
2005, its most-ever at any EC.  
 
Finally, great efforts have been made over the last two years to upgrade Great Britain's roster. 
Great Britain's 24-man roster in Barcelona will include nine players with US professional 
experience, and there is depth at every position.  
 
 

Perhaps for the first time in modern European baseball 
history, Great Britain has a realistic chance to contend for the EC title. 
 
 
The 2007 EC consists of two rounds. In the first round, the competing nations will be divided into 
two pools of six teams each. Each nation will play five games, and the top three teams from each 
pool will advance to play games against each of the top three teams from the other pool. Placings 
will be determined by overall results.  
 
 

Three ways to follow GB’s progress on the web: 
 
 
British Baseball’s official website - http://www.britishbaseball.org/teamsnews.php 
 
 
European Baseball Federation website - www.fibs.it/cnc/ceb/2007/barcelona/schedule.asp 
 
 
EC site – www.eurobaseball2007.com 
 
 
 
Along with the European Championships, Great Britain will also be competing in the German 
Baseball Open this summer. This will mark the third time the country has sent a national team to 
this high profile event, which is staged in a professional-grade venue in Regensburg, Germany. 
The GBO, which Great Britain is using as a tune-up event for the EC, will also involve the German 
national team, the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater (a strong US college team) and the 
Paderborn Untouchables (perennially one of the top teams in the German major league). 
�
�
[The BBF and BSUK are not responsible for the content of non-BBF or non-BSUK websites or 
publications referred to in this Bulletin.] 
�
�
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The European Championship is the pinnacle of the sport in Europe and one of the feature events 
on the world baseball calendar.  
 
The importance of this tournament to our domestic game and the long-term aspirations of British 
participants cannot be overstated. Not only is a strong performance an entry point into the 2008 
Olympics in Beijing and the 2009 World Championships, but the final placings may also be a key 
criterion for the selection of the European representatives in the 2009 World Baseball Classic. 
Furthermore, it is a guarantee that Great Britain will remain in the top flight of European baseball 
nations - something we merit but which must be earned and hard-won.  
 
The recent International Baseball Federation Congress in Frankfurt confirms that Great Britain is 
both a serious contender in Europe and also a sizeable presence on the European baseball map. 
We must now prove this with bat and ball. 
 
Head Coach Stephan Rapaglia and General Manager Alan Smith have worked tirelessly since 
their appointments in 2004 to assemble the best squad possible and one now capable of winning 
the event. This is no small feat, managed on a small budget and limited sponsorship. Baseball 
has advanced since the end of the last century, and certainly since the mid-20th century when 
Team GB was last crowned World Champion. In the modern era, the historic record stands for 
little and we ask our finest to remake history on the fields of Spain.  
 
The board offers its full support to Coach Rapaglia and his team as they face the challenges 
ahead. We also call on the British baseball community to provide the support and enthusiasm that 
we know is out there for our national team.  
 
 
Regards, 
The Board of British Baseball�
�
�
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The GB baseball programme has partnership agreements with the following companies and 
would like to acknowledge their invaluable support of the GB squad in its quest for qualification for 
the 2008 Olympics, the World Championship and the World Baseball Classic. 
 
Alan Ransome Sporting Goods Group Ltd (RSG): Main e quipment sponsor 
 
For their continued support of the GB programme and their generous provision of the sporting 
equipment and player sports bags which will be used during the competitions. RSG can be 
contacted at the following website: www.thebaseballshop.co.uk 
 
Woodland Group Ltd: Transport and logistics partner  
 
A new partner, which has literally taken a load off the squad by handling the transport of all the 
equipment and uniforms to and from the competitions. Woodland can be contacted at the 
following website: www.woodlandinternational.com 
�
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NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Stephen Brown  

Infielder 

20 

6’4” 

195 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Stanford University, USA 

 
Stephen Brown is from High Wycombe, England. He grew up playing baseball for the Windsor 
Bears and Bracknell Blazers, and has been actively involved with the GB national programme 
since he was 11 years old. He moved to California at the age of 16 and played two years of high 
school baseball at Redwood High School in Visalia, California, and two years at Stanford 
University. He enjoys poker, fishing and basketball. He believes the experiences and connections 
one makes playing for GB are priceless and would advise kids in the UK aspiring to play baseball 
for the GB seniors or in America to take advantage of every opportunity available to play and find 
ways to get better.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Tim Collins  

Shortstop, Second Base 

25 

5’10” 

162 lbs 

Left 

Right 

Peterborough Riverdogs, Canada 

 
Tim Collins is from Peterborough, Ontario, Canada, where he works as a manager in training at 
Discount Car and Truck Rental. He played baseball in Austria for the National Champions, 
Kufstein Vikings, and is currently playing for the St Catharines Metros of the Central Ontario 
Baseball Association, along with GB team mate Brian Essery. He joined the GB programme in 
2005 after a successful try-out. He will be getting married to Sarah, his fiancée of nine years, on 
29 September. He recently became the uncle of two beautiful nieces.  
�
�
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Brian Essery  

Pitcher 

33 

6’4” 

210 lbs 

Right 

Right 

St. Catharines Metros, Canada 

 
Brian Essery is from St Catharines, Ontario, Canada, where he currently plays for the St 
Catharines Metros Baseball Club, along with GB team mate Tim Collins. He played college 
baseball in the United States, followed by three years of professional baseball in the US. Brian is 
a police officer, working for the Niagara Regional Police out of Niagara Falls, and is married to 
Stacey, with three children, Julia, Bryson and Ashley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Mitch Evans  

Catcher, Designated Hitter 

26 

6’2” 

220 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Calgary Vipers, Northern League, USA/Canada 

 
Mitch Evans is from Brisbane, Australia, and is currently living in Calgary, Canada, playing 
professional baseball for the Calgary Vipers. He began his baseball career in Australia, and 
played for the Australian team at the World Youth Championship in Taiwan in 1997, winning a 
bronze medal. In December 1998 he signed as a free agent with the New York Yankees and 
remained with the organisation until 2001. Since then he has played for the Queensland Rams 
and Windsor Royals in Australia, the London Warriors in the UK and the Saarlouis Hornets in 
Germany. He has been part of the GB programme since he played in London in 2005. In the 
winter of 2006/07 he helped coach the junior teams/development programme. He is married to 
Erin, and will join her in Brisbane after the tournament.  
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Chris Falls  

Infielder, Outfielder 

24 

5’10” 

180 lbs 

Right 

Right 

T� bingen Hawks, Germany 

 
Chris Falls is originally from Calgary, in Alberta, Canada. He played baseball for Mississippi 
Valley State University (NCAA DIV 1) from 2001 to 2005, before moving to Europe. In 2006 he 
played for Senart Templier of France, and in 2007 for T� bingen Hawks Baseball Club in 
Germany. He was recommended to the GB programme by team mate Geoff Freeborn, joined the 
squad for the 2006 tour of Germany and has been part of the team since then. Chris spent eight 
years as a competitive alpine ski racer. 

 

 

 

 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Geoff Freeborn  

Pitcher 

26 

6’4” 

185 lbs 

Left 

Left 

Calgary Vipers, Northern League, USA/Canada 

 
Geoff Freeborn is from Calgary, Alberta, Canada, where he is playing his second season of 
professional baseball with the Calgary Vipers. He played college ball at North Idaho College, 
Northern Kentucky University and the University of Calgary. He began his professional career in 
France in 2005. He played winter ball last season in Australia. Geoff joined the GB programme in 
2001 and this year's European Championship in Barcelona will be his fourth. He is married to 
Jessica and they have 4 year-old-son, Wyeth. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Darren Heath  

Outfielder 

27 

6’0” 

183 lbs 

Right/Left 

Right 

 

 
Darren Heath was born in London, England, and moved to the US in 1989. He went to Linfield 
College from 1998 to 2002, and then spent two years playing baseball professionally with the 
Gary Southshore Railcats of the Northern League and the Chillicothe Paints of the Frontier 
League until he broke his wrist in July 2005, halting his professional career. He joined the GB 
programme in 2003, playing in the European Championships that year in Holland and hitting 
.333. Music is his second love, and he is currently part of a hip hop group in Sacramento 
(www.myspace.com/wearemls). His fiancée, Tiffany, is the lead singer for Sacramento funk/soul 
band Mamas Pride.  
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Michael Hunt  

Outfielder 

28 

6’4” 

243 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Templiers Senart, France 

 
Mike Hunt is from Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, and currently lives in Omaha, Nebraska. He has 
many years' experience as a player and coach. He has played for Team Alberta (1995); College 
of the Desert CC, Palm Desert, California (199899); Peru State College, Peru, Nebraska (2000-
02); and Senart Templiers, Paris, France (2007). In 1997 he was a non-roster invitee at Oakland 
Athletics minor league spring training. He was high school baseball coach at Omaha Benson High 
School in 2003-04 and at Bellevue West High School from 2005 to 2007. During his stint at 
Bellevue West he coached a GB youth player who told him about the GB programme. Mike joined 
the team for the 2006 tour of Germany and has been part of the programme since then. He is 
married to Tyree, a physical education teacher in Omaha. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Ed Jeffery  

Catcher, Outfielder 

27 

5’10” 

180 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Associacao Academica de Coimbra, Portugal 

 
Ed Jeffery was born in Maidstone, England, and now lives in Lousã in central Portugal. He played 
for the Tonbridge Bobcats from 1992 to 1995, under the watchful eye of Margaret Borley MBE, 
before joining the Tunbridge Wells Royals (1995-97). From 1998 to 2001 he played for the 
Brighton Buccaneers. He moved to Portugal in 2001, where he is player/coach for Academica 
Basebol in Coimbra. At the age of 14 he was selected to attend a GB event and has been 
involved with the programme ever since. He also works as a coach with the Portuguese national 
team, leaving him little time for any other hobbies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Sam Jew  

Pitcher 

20 

6’0” 

185 lbs 

Right/Left 

Right 

Saarluis Hornets, Germany 

 
Sam Jew is from Perth, Western Australia. He played baseball for the Junior Western Australian 
team in 2003, 2004 and 2005, and the State Schoolboys WA 2004. He is a member of the Perth 
Heat (WA senior team) 2007, and played for the Saarlouis Hornets in the German Bundesliga in 
2006 and 2007. He joined the GB programme in 2007, after playing with and against GB players 
in 2006. He is single, and enjoys baseball, Australian Rules football and poker. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Roddi Leibenberg  

Pitcher, Third Base, Outfielder 

30 

5’11” 

217 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Bracknell Blazers, England 

 
Roddi Liebenberg is originally from Durban, South Africa, and has lived in London for a number of 
years. He started playing baseball at the age of 14 in South Africa and represented South Africa 
at age group level. He also represented South Africa at the World Fastpitch Softball 
Championships in 1996. He has been playing baseball in the UK since 2002 and was invited to 
join the GB programme in 2004. He has been assisting as a coach at GB Baseball Academy 
sessions since 2005. He is married to Kelly and they have a 15-month-old son, Matthew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Alex Malihoudis  

Outfielder 

28 

5’11” 

170 lbs 

Right 

Right 

T� bingen Hawks, Germany 

 
Alex Malihoudis is from Tonbridge, England. He grew up playing baseball in England before 
moving to the US for his junior year of high school. He returned to the UK on graduating from 
university. His teams include: Tonbridge Bobcats (1988-95); Brighton Buccaneers(1995-
2006); Archbishop Mitty High School, San Jose, California (1995-97); Menlo College, Atherton, 
CA (1997-2001); T� bingen Hawks, Germany(2007); and London Mets (2007, transferred mid-
season). Alex is the longest-serving current GB player. He has played for the GB team since 
1993, first with the Cadets, then the Juniors, and made his first senior appearance in 1995. In his 
spare time he DJs and is learning to make electronic music. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Brad Marcelino  

Outfielder 

25 

5’9” 

180 lbs 

Left 

Left 

San Diego Mavericks, USA 

 
Brad Marcelino was born in Essex, England, and went to school in Enfield, Middlesex, until he 
was 11 years old. He currently lives in San Diego, California. He played high school and college 
ball in California and then professionally after college. His father, Oscar Marcelino, played for the 
Enfield Spartans during his time in England and was also a member of the GB squad. Brad joined 
the GB programme in Italy in 1999, and first played for the senior team at the 2001 European 
Championships in Germany. This year's European Championship in Barcelona will be his fifth. At 
age 8 he appeared on Channel 4 television with Ernie Banks, Bobby Bonds and other major 
league baseball alumni when they visited The Oval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Aeden McQueary -Ennis  

Pitcher, Catcher, First Base 

22 

6’0” 

185 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Eugene Emeralds, Northwest League, USA 

 
Aeden McQueary was born in High Wycombe, England, and moved to Orlando, Florida, at the 
age of 7, though he still considers himself primarily British, holding dual citizenship. His baseball 
career started on the American Airforce Base near High Wycombe, with T-Ball at the age of 4, 
then continued year-round in Orlando with Pony League and Little League, AAU select teams, 
high school, Junior College, European Leagues, adult summer wood bat leagues and college ball. 
He played for the Orange County All Star team in high school, second team All Panhandle 
Conference in Junior College, and was named MVP in his senior season at Georgia State 
University. In June 2007 Aeden was contacted by the San Diego Padres Organization while 
participating in a GB team workout in New York with the invitation to sign a professional contract 
to catch for the Eugene Emeralds, their Short Season A Affiliate, where he's currently hitting .256. 
He joined the GB team in 2005 while spending the summer playing with the Richmond Flames 
and working with the MLB Roadshow. Outside baseball, Aeden enjoys films, music and pubs, 
though not necessarily in that order. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Mike Nikeas  

Catcher 

24 

6’0” 

220 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Port St. Lucie Mets, Florida State League, USA 

 
Mike Nickeas was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. He was a four-year letter-winner 
and two-year captain while at Westlake High School and led Westlake to the Marmonte League 
Championship in 2000 and 2001. Mike was the second player in US baseball history to make all 
three national amateur teams (16-under youth, 18-under junior and the national team), and was 
pre-season second-team All-America choice by Baseball America. He attended the College World 
Series in Omaha, Nebraska. Mike was drafted in the fifth round by the Texas Rangers in 2004 
and was a non-roster invitee to big league spring training in his first three seasons. He was traded 
to New York Mets in exchange for outfielder Victor Diaz in 2006. Mike was invited to participate in 
the GB programme in January 2007, and will play for the team for the first time this summer. He is 
married to Rebecca. 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Craig Pycock  

Third Base, Outfielder 

28 

6’2” 

195 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Saarluis Hornets, Germany 

 
Craig Pycock is from the Central Coast, New South Wales, Australia. He started playing T-ball 
when he was six years old, and moved into baseball a few years later. As a youth, he played all 
his baseball on the Central Coast and as a senior played in the Sydney Major League. He 
represented Central Coast from U10s through to seniors, NSW County from U14s to seniors and 
Australia Provincial in 2001 on their European Tour. While playing for the Saarlouis Hornets in the 
German Bundesliga, Craig was recommended by team mate Adam Roberts and joined the GB 
programme earlier this year. Craig is single, enjoys anything to do with sport and likes to spend 
his free time relaxing with friends. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Mike Renery  

Pitcher 

26 

6’0” 

185 lbs 

Right 

Right 

St George Roadrunners, Golden League, USA 

 
Mike Renery was born and raised in the US in San Francisco, California, and currently lives in 
Hermosa Beach, California. He was a starting varsity player for four years in high school and 
played for four years at Pomona College. He spent a further four years playing professional 
baseball in America, and is currently playing for the St George Roadrunners in the Golden 
Baseball League. Mike was scouted by team mate Alex Smith and invited to play for GB in 
2002. He is single, and his hobbies include working out, photography, eating sushi and painting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Adam Roberts  

Second Base, Short Stop 

34 

5’9” 

173 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Saarluis Hornets, Germany 

 
Adam Roberts was born in Canberra, Australia, and grew up there. He played in the Australian 
baseball league with Canberra Bushranger (New York Yankee Affiliate) where he was an All-Star 
representative player. He has lived in England for several years and played for Windsor Bears in 
the CEB Cup (Pools A and B). He currently plays for the Saarlouis Hornets in Germany. He was 
recruited to the GB programme by head coach Stephan Rapaglia in 2005. Adam enjoys travelling 
in his free time. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

James Rutherford  

Outfielder 

27 

6’3” 

210 lbs 

Right 

Right 

 

 
James Rutherford was born in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He played baseball for the University of 
Toronto for five years, and has since spent one season playing in the Canadian Baseball League 
and two seasons in the Dutch Major League. He took part in the GB training camp in 
Florida in 2005 and has been a member of the GB squad since then. James works part time as a 
strength and conditioning coach and is looking forward to marrying his fiancée, Yanique, in 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME: 

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Alex Smith  

Pitcher 

26 

6’3” 

220 lbs 

Right 

Right 

 

 
Alex Smith won the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference titles in 2002 and 
2003. He holds the Pomona-Pitzer Baseball single-season ERA record, with a 1.00 in 2002. He 
played professionally in Sweden in 2003 and led Oskarshamn to the regular season title. In 
2003/04 he pitched in Perth, Australia, and in 2005 he pitched for Ado den Haag in the Dutch 
Hoofdklasse, finishing the season with a 2.42 ERA. At the 2005 European Championships he 
went 2-0, with wins against Sweden and Greece. In the summer of 2006 he pitched for the 
Sussex Skyhawks of the Canadian-American Baseball League. He has a girlfriend, Emilie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great Britain Baseball  September 2007 

www.britishbaseball.org  15 

 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Stephen Spragg  

Pitcher 

24 

6’2” 

185 lbs 

Right/Left 

Right 

HCAW, Holland 

 
Stephen Spragg is from Prince Edward County, Ontario, Canada, but now lives in the US in 
Augusta, Georgia. He played four years of college baseball at Augusta State University, Liberty 
University and Kansas City Kansas Community College. He played two years of independent 
baseball for the Washington Wild Things (Frontier League), went to spring training with the San 
Diego Padres and is now playing for Mr Cocker HCAW in the Dutch Major Leagues. Stephen was 
invited by head coach Stephan Rapaglia to join the GB programme in late 2006 and first 
represented GB in a tournament in Germany earlier this year. A Christian, Stephen is married to 
Charity and they have a 16-month-old daughter named Hannah. He enjoys playing tennis and 
snowboarding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Tom Stack -Babich  

Outfielder, Catcher 

21 

6’3” 

210 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Harvard University, USA 

 
Tom Stack-Babich was born in London, England, and moved to the US when he was 4 years old. 
He currently lives in Scituate, Massachussetts. He played high school baseball for Xaverian 
Brothers, and captained the team to its first-ever State Championship. He attended Wake Forest 
University for a year before transferring to Harvard University, where he is a second team All-Ivy 
outfielder. He has played in the New England Collegiate Baseball League for the past three 
summers. Tom was identified as a potential GB player in 2006 and joined the programme in June 
2007. He is single, has an 18-year old sister, Margaux, and enjoys playing the guitar, weightlifting, 
fishing and the beach.  
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Gary Tongue  

Pitcher 

27 

6’1” 

195 lbs 

Left 

Right 

Karlovac Kelteks, Croatia 

 
Gary Tongue was born in Reading, England. His family moved to Canada when he was five years 
old, and he grew up on the west coast of Canada, primarily in Victoria, British Columbia. He 
played competitive hockey and baseball throughout his childhood and pitched for the University of 
British Columbia during his college career. In 2002, he spent a brief time in Brisbane, Australia, 
before returning to North America to tour with GB in California in 2003. He pitched in the 
Canadian Baseball League prior to the 2003 European Championships in Holland. He then 
played in the Dutch League and the 2005 European Championships in the Czech Republic, and 
now enjoys life playing in sunny Croatia for Karlovac Kelteks. During the off season, he helps 
coach and plays ice hockey for the local hockey programme. 
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AGE:  
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WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Brant Ust  

Infielder 

29 

6’2” 

200 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Tacoma Rainiers, Pacific Coast League, USA 

 
Brant Ust is from Sammamish, Washington, US, but grew up in Gerrard's Cross, England. In 
1996 he was an 11th round draft choice for the New York Yankees (but did not sign). From 1997 
to 1999 he played for the University of Notre Dame, and since then he has played for the Detroit 
Tigers (1999-2004; AAA; 6th round draft choice), Boston Red Sox (2005; A), Pittsburgh Pirates 
 (2006; AA) and Seattle Mariners (2007; AAA). He was part of Team USA for the World 
Championships in 1998 and the IBAF World Cup in 2005. Brant joined the GB programme in 
2007. He has been granted a reprieve to travel to Spain for two weeks before his wedding to 
Jessica Hoppe on 29 September. 
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HEIGHT: 
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BATS:  
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ORGANISATION:  

Paul Waterman  

Pitcher 

22 

6’4” 

220 lbs 

Left 

Left 

Maryville State University, USA 

 
Paul Waterman is from Texada Island, British Columbia, Canada. He played high school baseball 
for the Parksville Royals, and college ball at Capilano College and Mayville State University. Paul 
heard about GB baseball through a friend who played for the GB women's softball team and was 
invited to join the GB programme earlier this year. Paul is single and his hobbies include working 
out, yoga, fishing and reading. 
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POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Sam Whitehead  

Pitcher, Infielder 

24 

5’9” 

165 lbs 

Right 

Right 

T� bingen Hawks, Germany 

 
Sam Whitehead is from San Diego, California, US, and has been playing baseball since he was 5 
years old. He was a three-year starter for a Division III baseball programme in Pomona-Pitzer, 
played one season in London and is now in his second year in the German Bundesliga, playing 
for the T� bingen Hawks. He played college baseball with Alex Smith and Mike Renery, also GB 
players, and at their suggestion tried out for the GB programme in 2005 and made the roster. He 
has a girlfriend, Sandra. He likes to sketch, go to the beach when he is home and hang out with 
his friends. Sam has his own surf/skate clothing company, Blakstar, based out of San Diego. 
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POSITION: 

AGE:  

HEIGHT: 

WEIGHT: 

BATS:  

THROWS: 

ORGANISATION:  

Ian Young  

Outfielder, First Base 

27 

6’6” 

225 lbs 

Right 

Right 

Templiers Senart, France 

 
Ian Young played baseball at the University of Hawaii @ Hilo, Centenary College and Porterville 
College, and in Europe for the Windsor Bears in England, Alby Stars in Sweden, Robur 58 in 
Appledorn, Holland, T� bingen Hawks in Germany, Academica Coimbra in Portugal and currently 
plays for the Senart Templier in France. He has played for the GB team since 2000, with 
European Championship experience in 2001, 2003 and 2005. He was named Best Hitter at the 
2005 European Championship in Prague, Czech Republic. 
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Stephan Rapagl ia 

Head Coach 

 

 
Stephan Rapaglia was born in T� bingen Germany, and grew up in Rye, New York. He was 
appointed to the position of GB head coach in March 2004 and brought years of successful 
collegiate, international and professional coaching experience to the GB programme. This 
includes time as head coach with the Johnstown Johnnies, an independent minor league 
franchise in the US; head coach with the T� bingen Hawks in the German Bundesliga; and an 
assistant coaching position with Iona College, a university team playing at the top level of US 
collegiate athletics. Prior to coaching, Stephan enjoyed a successful career as a player in the US 
and Europe, including a stint in the Houston Astros organisation. 
In 2005, at his first European Championships, Stephan led the GB team to its highest-ever 
position and is looking to significantly improve on that achievement in Barcelona. Stephan 
combines his love of baseball with a career as a lawyer in White Plains, New York. He now lives 
in Ridgefield, Connecticut, with wife Megan, daughter Hannah, aged 8 and twin daughters Katie 
and Sarah, aged 3. 
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POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Smith  

General Manager 

 

 
Alan Smith was born in Barking, London, and has lived in and around London all his life. For 25 
years, while simultaneously pursuing a successful career in the publishing business, Alan played 
at the highest level of British domestic baseball, winning a number of regional and national 
championship titles with his team the London Warriors. He also represented GB as a pitcher in 
the 1991 European Championships in Rome. Following retirement from publishing in 1999, he 
devoted more time to domestic baseball, in particular at the baseball complex in Finsbury Park, 
where he coached the youth players and helped develop the adult and youth diamonds. He took 
on the role of GB General Manager in the spring of 2004 and has been instrumental in laying the 
administrative and financial foundations that underpin the programme today. Alan lives in 
Islington with Jill, his partner of 20 years, and together they enjoy world travel, music, theatre, and 
good food and wine. 
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POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Cleary  

Pitching Coach 

 

 
Brian Cleary grew up in Boca Raton, Florida, US, and now lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. He has been 
head coach for the Cincinnati Bearcats at the University of Cincinnati UC for 11 years, and he has 
the second-best coaching record in UC history. In 2007 he was invited to join the programme 
by GB head coach Stephan Rapaglia and is extremely excited to contribute. He and his wife, 
Valerie, have three children, Kevin (10), Michael (8) and a daughter named Kaelin who is 5. 
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 NAME:  

POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlie Sullivan  

Assistant Coach 

 

 
Charlie Sullivan was born in Connecticut, US, and currently lives in Florida. He played three years 
of minor league baseball with the Texas Rangers and New York Mets, and represented France in 
the 1994 European Championships in Italy. Charlie coached GB head coach Stephan Rapaglia 
for Albany-Colonie of the Northeast League in 1995-96, and has been a scout for the past eight 
years, six with the Pittsburgh Pirates and two with the Milwaukee Brewers. He is married to Ena, 
and they have two daughters, Claritza (6) and Nathalie (6 months). 
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POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Dean  

Trainer 

 

 
Alan Dean is from Horsham, England, where he works as coach/physio for the Horsham Junior 
Baseball Club. He has been working with the GB cadet and juvenile squads since 2006, and was 
invited to join the senior programme in April 2007. He is married to Hazel, and they have two sons 
Jacob (10), who is a keen baseball player, and Louis (18 months). Alan competes in duathlons 
and Wing Tsun Kung Fu. 
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POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny Abrams  

Physio 

 

 
Johnny Abrams was born in London and is now based in Southend-on-Sea, Essex. He has 
worked with the Essex Arrows baseball team as physio since 2002 and played outfield for the 
Arrows second team. He started working with the GB juniors in 2001 and progressed to the senior 
GB national baseball team in 2004. His company deals with sports injuries and provides medical 
cover for major softball and baseball tournaments all over England. He has a partner, Sue, who 
travels around the country with him, as a first aider. Johnny is a Yankees and Mets fan! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NAME:  

POSITION: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Stride  

Game Reporter 

 

 
Tim Stride was born in Reading, England and has been living in London for three years. He grew 
partial to baseball whilst travelling around the west coast of the US in 2003 and joined 
BaseballSoftballUK - the United Kingdom’s development agency for the two sports - in the 
summer of that year, eventually becoming Operations Manager. As part of the support of the 
Great Britain team by BSUK and the British Baseball Federation, Tim will be reporting on GB’s 
games for the British Baseball website. In his time at BSUK Tim has worked closely with GB 
General Manager Alan Smith on financial and communication matters. Tim has a girlfriend, Ola, 
and is a fan of the Seattle Mariners and Reading Football Club. His slowpitch softball team 
celebrated promotion this season and he also enjoys world travel, learning Spanish and good 
beer and wine.   
�


